May 2018
Dear Pre-Algebra 8 Students,
There are many different actions you can take to ensure success in your courses, but the key
to success in a math class is practice. As some have said, “Math is not a spectator sport.”
To provide practice, we will use a website called IXL in Pre-Algebra 8 next year. IXL is a
comprehensive math review site with an unlimited number of practice questions in thousands
of skills, and it can be accessed using the Internet.
To get started on your computer, follow these steps:
1. Go to h
 ttps://www.IXL.com
2. Enter your username and password in the upper right corner and click the right arrow
button to sign in. You should already have your username and password. It is the same
one you have used in PA7.
3. Click on Math at the top of the page and navigate to the 7th Grade Skills.
4. Find a skill to practice by selecting a specific skill to practice from the list of skills. You can
place your mouse over any skill to see a sample question and click on the link to begin.
IXL is designed to help you learn at your own pace. The website is adaptive and will adjust to
your demonstrated ability level. The site also saves all of your results, so you can monitor
your progress anytime by clicking on the R
 eports at the top of the page.
This summer, your assignment is to attain a SmartScore of 85 for each assigned
topic. See below for assigned topics (bullet points). Grades will be awarded based
upon your SmartScore i n each topic. Once you complete the assigned topics, you are
welcome and encouraged to complete additional topics.
Your summer assignment will count as a quiz grade for the first quarter. Each topic will be
worth 3 points. Once you obtain a Smartscore of 85, you will receive 3 points. If you do not
reach a Smartscore of 85, you will receive no points (even if you are close to 85). If you
choose to continue to a Smartscore of 100, you will receive 4 points. There are 13 assigned
topics, so a perfect score on the summer assignment will be 39/39 but if you achieve 100 on
all 13 topics, you could earn 52/39!
If you have already completed one of the assigned topics to a Smartscore of 85, you must
click on the topic and answer at least one question correctly in order to get credit for the
assignment. If you do not do this, I will not see that you have completed the topic because it

will not be included in the the summer window which runs from May 23 until the first day of
school.
The purpose of these summer problems is to help you retain the mathematical concepts and
procedures that you have learned in previous classes. With this practice, we can “hit the
ground running,” so to speak, at the start of the school year in August. In addition, we plan
to use the IXL website as a supplement to our coursework throughout the school year, so
please do not lose your username and password.
As always, please let me know if you have any questions. I can be reached by email at
annelouise.greer@sdsgriffin.org
I look forward to having you in class next year!
Best,
Mrs. Anne Louise Greer
Assignment
Earn a SmartScore of 85 from each bullet point by August 22 (the first day of school).
These topics are all in 7th grade.

Percents
●

L.1What percentage is illustrated?

●
●
●
●

L.2Convert between percents, fractions, and decimals
L.3Compare percents to fractions and decimals
L.5Percents of numbers and money amounts
L.6Percents of numbers: word problems

●

L.9Percent of change

●

L.10Percent of change: word problems

Geometric measurement
●

AA.1Perimeter

●
●
●
●
●

AA.2Area of rectangles and parallelograms
AA.3Area of triangles and trapezoids
AA.4Area and perimeter: word problems
AA.5Circles: calculate area, circumference, radius, and diameter
AA.6Circles: word problems

